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1. The BBC’s ground-breaking 1954 television adaptation of Nineteen Eighty-Four starred which actor, later famous for 
his roles in classic horror films?

2. The BBC consumer show Watchdog originally appeared as part of which current affairs programme?

3. What was the BBC’s first crime drama series, airing before World War II?

4. Which BBC programme, presented by Esther Rantzen, combined serious investigative journalism with quirky 
humour—famously featuring oddly shaped vegetables?

5. Which long-running BBC programme introduced viewers to groundbreaking inventions like the breathalyser, pocket 
calculator, and compact disc?

6. In the BBC drama Silent Witness, which actress plays the forensic pathologist Dr. Nikki Alexander?

7. Which iconic alien race, known for their cry of "Exterminate!", was created by former comedy scriptwriter Terry 
Nation?

8. In which BBC comedy-drama series does Timothy Spall play John Chapel, a former TV detective who becomes an 
amateur sleuth?

9. "Cash and Curry" and "The Miracle of Peckham" are episodes from which British sitcom?

10. Which actress made her television acting debut in 1993, playing Alice Meadows in the ITV true-crime series In 
Suspicious Circumstances?

11.  Who played the titular role in the BBC1 culinary series The Good Cook?

12. In the BBC sitcom Porridge, which character was played by Christopher Biggins?
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A N S W E R S
1. Peter Cushing
2. Nationwide
3. Telecrime (also known as Telecrimes)
4. That's Life!
5. Tomorrow’s World
6. Emilia Fox
7. The Daleks
8. Death Valley
9. Only Fools and Horses
10. Amanda Holden
11. Simon Hopkinson
12. Lukewarm
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F U N  F A C T S
1.  Before becoming a horror icon in Dracula and Frankenstein for Hammer Films, Peter Cushing stunned viewers 

with his powerful performance as Winston Smith in this early and controversial live TV drama.

2.  Watchdog first aired in 1980 as a segment within Nationwide, a long-running current affairs programme.

3.  Telecrime, broadcast in 1938, was the BBC’s first-ever crime drama and one of the earliest examples of televised 
police procedurals. It returned briefly after WWII in 1946.

4.  Running from 1973 to 1994, That's Life! uncovered major consumer issues and social injustices—while also 
showcasing talking dogs and vegetable innuendo.

5.  Tomorrow’s World introduced everyday audiences to future-changing technology, often decades before it hit the 
mainstream—like CDs in the 1980s.

6.  Emilia Fox comes from a family of actors, including her mother Joanna David and cousin Freddie Fox.

7.  The Daleks are the most feared enemies in the Doctor Who universe and have been terrifying viewers since their 
first appearance in 1963.

8.  Premiering in 2025, this series features Timothy Spall as John Chapel, a retired TV detective who teams up with 
DS Janie Mallowan to solve real murder cases in rural Wales.

9.  The show introduced iconic British characters like Del Boy and Rodney and is beloved across generations.

10.  Amanda Holden’s screen debut in In Suspicious Circumstances marked the beginning of a diverse career in TV and 
theatre. She later became a household name as a judge on Britain’s Got Talent.

11.  Simon Hopkinson’s cookbook Roast Chicken and Other Stories was voted the most useful cookbook of all time by 
food professionals in 2005.

12.  Christopher Biggins played Lukewarm, a flamboyant and gentle character, in Porridge, adding depth and diversity 
to the classic sitcom.
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