
1. The man who would go on to become one of 
football’s greatest-ever players made his Barcelona 
first-team debut against Porto in November 2003. 
Who was he?

2. Known for unforgettable roles in The Italian Job 
and Zulu, which acting legend received a 
knighthood in November 2000?

3. Which infamous thief, renowned for escaping 
prison four times, met his end at Tyburn in 
November 1724 before a crowd estimated at 
200,000 spectators?

4. Which English king died aged 65 after a remarkable 
56-year reign, having ruled since 1216 and overseen 
the development of England’s first Parliament?

5. The rebellious frontman of The Pogues, best 
known for Fairytale of New York, passed away in 
Dublin in November 2023. Who was he?

6. After Sam Allardyce’s brief 67-day spell in charge 
ended in November 2016, who stepped up to 
become England manager?

7. Which daredevil motorcycle stuntman, famous for 
his death-defying TV jumps during the 1970s, died 
in Florida in November 2007?

8. Which hugely successful girl group was created on 
ITV’s Popstars: The Rivals in November 2002?

9. Released in November 1993, which Steven 
Spielberg masterpiece starred Liam Neeson as a 
German businessman who saved more than a 
thousand Jews during the Holocaust?

10. Which Michael Jackson album, released in 
November 1982, went on to become the best-
selling album in music history?

11. Which famous London structure of iron and glass, 
originally built to house the Great Exhibition of 
1851, was destroyed by fire in November 1936?

12. In which year did the Gunpowder Plot unravel, 
leading to the arrest of Guy Fawkes in November?
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1. Lionel Messi

2. Sir Michael Caine

3. Jack Sheppard

4. Henry III

5. Shane MacGowan

6. Gareth Southgate

7. Evel Knievel

8. Girls Aloud

9. Schindler's List

10. Thriller

11. The Crystal Palace

12. 1605

1.  Messi’s debut came in a friendly celebrating Porto’s new stadium, and he was just 16 years old.

2.  Michael Caine was born Maurice Micklewhite and kept the surname legally for decades.

3.  Jack Sheppard became such a celebrity that plays and books about his exploits appeared almost immediately after his execution.

4.  Henry III's 56-year reign was the longest of any medieval English king, and many of his subjects spent their entire lives under his rule.

5.  Despite becoming a Christmas classic, Fairytale of New York originally reached only No. 2 in the UK charts.

6.  Southgate was initially appointed on an interim basis before getting the job permanently.

7.  Knievel attempted over 75 ramp-to-ramp jumps and broke more than 35 bones during his career.

8.  The show was originally designed to create both a boy band and a girl band, with the two groups competing for the Christmas No. 1.

9.  Spielberg refused a salary for directing the film, calling any profit from it “blood money.”

10.  Seven of the album’s nine tracks were released as singles—an extraordinary achievement at the time.

11.  The blaze was so large it could reportedly be seen from miles away across London.

12.  Guy Fawkes was caught guarding 36 barrels of gunpowder beneath the Houses of Parliament.
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